22                              THE  HINDU AT HOME.
proceed to state the considerations necessary, from a religious point of view, before the householder can venture to occupy the house which he is supposed to have built. The first thing that has to be considered is the proper time of year for taking up residence in the new abode. On this point there is a little difference of opinion amongst Hindu authorities. According to some persons, if a house is newly occupied in Vaishakiiam, the owner will be blessed with many sons; if in Jyeshtam, he will have abundance of joyous festivities, such as marriages and the like; if the house is newly occupied in Phalgunarn, the owner will be blessed with wealth ; if in Magham he will have good crops and much happiness. On the other hand, there are those who maintain that, although all the other months in the vernal equinox (Uttarayanam) during which the sun is north of" the equator, are good for newly entering into a house, Magham is not a propitious month. This difference of opinion is chiefly between the Tamils, who reckon by the solar system, and the Telugus, who go according to the lunar. All, however, are agreed that it is most un-propitious to enter a new abode for the first time during any month of the second half of the year.
A suitable day for entering having been duly fixed upon, the house is adorned in various ways, chiefly by smearing saffron and kunkuma on the lintels and door posts of all the doors in the house, and tying over them a garland of flowers and leaves of the mango or of the n6rSdu tree (engenia jambos). A company assembles consisting of the members of the family, relatives, friends and a number of Brahmin pundits. A band of native musicians and a group of dancing girls may also be in attendance, all of course in proportion to the means of the householder. A procession is formed from the house then inhabited by the owner to his new abode. As the company passes along, -the